Royal Burgh of Haddington and District Community Council

Minutes of meeting 14th January 2020 in Council Chambers
1.Sederunt 

Jan Wilson (Chair), John Hamilton (Treasurer), Fiona McEwan, Chris McEwan, Jim Graham, Fiona-Frances Adam, Paul Darling, Erica Muirhead, Morgwyn Davies, Rab Moran
In attendance

Cllr John McMillan, Cllr Tom Trotter, Cllr Craig Hoy, Robert Flood (KA), Kuba Stepniewski (KA), David Barrett, Cameron Ritchie (Courier), Anna Faulkner (minutes’ secretary). 
2. Apologies: PC Duncan, Cllr Shamin Akhtar, Pat Lemmon, Jack Worden
Resignation:  Ruth Moncrieff (vice chair) has resigned from the Community Council.  On behalf of the CC Jan thanked Ruth for all her hard work – she has been a very hands-on member over the years and was much appreciated.   A gift of flowers and voucher to be arranged for her.
This leaves a vacancy for Vice Chair.  
Fiona McEwan nominated Chris McEwan, this was seconded by Jan Wilson.  Chris accepted the position.

Jan welcomed our new CC member Erica to the meeting.

3. Minutes of 10th December 

Corrections to minutes: 
Craig Hoy sent his apologies for the Dec meeting

Betty got flowers and a gift voucher. 

The Strategy Meeting stakeholders on the 16th December was open from 1 pm-4 pm with an open meeting from 5-8pm 

Despite stepping down from the EG John remains Treasurer of both CC and Haddington Events Group
Approval of the minutes was proposed by Fiona McEwan and seconded by Chris McEwan
4. Matters arising 
4.1 Area Partnership (AP):  John said he had had a very positive meeting with Doug Haig who confirmed that the AP are very keen to support the CC with their recent application.  Our initial submission was declined as they required more information.  John will report back on this.
4.2 Item 3 New members: 2 places are currently available.  To clarify, the process is an initial application in writing to the CC.  Applicants will then be invited to come and give a short talk at the next meeting and a vote will follow.  Applicants require to be willing and available to be hands-on as the CC are involved in a number of events throughout the year.   
5. Treasurers Report 

Community Council Accounts January 2020
[image: image1.emf]totals for month      CC  BoS  Account balance:    £ 8 , 7 15 . 80     as of  17 / 1 2 /201 9      ( - £4 ,000   &  - £ 3 5   pending   for  Xmas  lights  junction box replacement &  cheques pending )        Events Group  TSB  balance:   £ 3 , 4 5 4 . 33       as of  1 / 1 /20 20              ( - £ 250   cheque s   pending , + £200 donation pending coming to me )      Held in cash - box :        £ 1 1 5 . 3 2     as of  20 / 1 2 /201 9                                                                                               ( CC cash =   £ 5 . 79 , Events cash =  £ 10 9 . 5 3 )      L ocal Priorities   uncommitted   201 8   –   201 9 :   £ 0.00   as of  3 / 4 /201 9      Highlights      £200 donation from Victoria Inn towards lights.   CC  BoS  Account   transaction   highlights , since last report      £50  paid  to Anna for monthly secretarial fees.      Armistice wreath refunds now received from Rotary, Nungate Gala and Lord Lieutenant office , 1 refund remaining .   Events Group  TSB  Account  transaction   highlights , since last report      £50 paid to Anna for monthly secretarial fees .      Santa sleigh cost £319.25 whic h includes a £10 donation received from a member of the public on the day.      £200 donation received from Victoria Inn.   Total costs will be published next month as there are pending costs for removal of lights still to be processed.    Local Priorities  Account  transaction   highlight s, since last report      <nothing to report>   Cash transaction   highlights , since last report   (CC :   from CC cash, E C :   from Events  C ash)  

   <nothing to report>   Accounts  

 


Local Priorities Budget
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BUDGET 201 9 / 20       

      

HADDINGTON  Budget  Activity  Committed  Spent  Remaining  

201 9 / 20   budget  £11,480      

Admin budget  £1,181     £0.00  
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Total Budget  £1 2 ,66 1     £0.00  
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  Total Committed    £0.00  

      

Total Uncommitted  £0.00      

 


5.1 Santa Run:  John reported that this went very well and included 7 house visits and a visit to the ELCH.  As John stepping down from the Events Group someone will be needed to take this on for the end of this year.
6. HBCP (Hadd Business Community Partnership) 
6.1 Town Centre proposals – Erica pointed out that were it not for the residents association, social media and the business group the recent meeting would not have been as well attended as residents were not made aware of it.  John McMillan said they had been working with the stakeholders and that there has been nothing kept secret – all has been open and transparent.  Jan said that on the back of this recent meeting there is a need for a Q+A session as there are very strong feelings about what is being suggested.  Tom said that ELC have acknowledged that things could have been handled better and that more notice and information should have been forthcoming.

6.2 Haddstock – will be helping with the organisation of this event, advertising in shop windows etc

6.3 AGM – to be held at the end of this month and will put on the agenda an item to discuss the 75th anniversary of VE Day (8th May)
7. Councillors Corner
7.1 Wheelie bins:  John said that the recent high winds have highlighted the problem of recycling bins/items within the bins being blown around.  Is it possible to look at the design of such and consider heavier wheelie bins for the recycling. Craig responded to say that they have been trialled but showed a greater level of contamination.  John thought that a possible solution would be to re-design the covers – current ones seem to disintegrate very quickly and therefore don’t contain the rubbish. 
7.2 Mitchells Close:  David Barrett was in attendance at the meeting to highlight a problem he has written to the Councillors about regarding the speed of lorries using Market Street.  He thanked Tom for his response to this letter.  He also has supporting letters from other resident in the area to say that the properties are being affected by this – they   actually feel the vibrations when the lorries drive down.  He has had a one-page reply from ELC to say that nothing can be done until the buildings actually start falling into the street.  He sited a recent incident where a resident just missed injury when a slate came down onto the pavement.  David said that these are 17th century buildings which cannot withstand 30-ton trucks going at 30pmh and that traffic calming measures should be in place.  Craig asked David to email him the details of his complaint.   Craig also said that the Town Centre plans will be looking at all these issues as part of the process.   

7.3 Gateside West:  Jim reported that he had attended an earlier meeting where the voting had been split evenly.  It was suggested we continue to raise our objections on these proposals.  
7.4 Whittingham Drive:  Jan thanked the councillors for the swift attention regarding the Christmas lights repair.    

7.5 Update:  Shamin reported her work continues with the Nungate Tenants and Residents Association. Details of the park proposals for Seggarsdean are available.  Plans for these were brought to the Christmas event and are worth a look.  
St Columba’s – have put a tree in Haddington House Gardens and are looking to rent a room in the House.
Tom added that a lot of positive things are happening in the town but often there is more focus on the negative. We have a vibrant and healthy town and should be focusing on this.  

Meadowpark – Craig said it has been recognised this is not an easy development and is still in the pre-planning stages.
Jan thanked the councillors for all their help throughout the year. 
8.  Police Questions – no police in attendance but report available
8.1 CAPP priorities
1. Parking / Congestion in Haddington town centre including the areas around the primary schools during the prohibition times. 
2. Youth issues within Neilson Park. 
3. Speed checks to be carried out in Gifford, Humbie, Bolton & East Saltoun. 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 10th February 2020 at 6.30pm at the Town House, Haddington.
9. Knox Academy News
9.1 Presentation: S6 pupils benefited from a presentation on debt management 
9.2 Careers Evening: this is planned for early Feb for pupils in S3-6
9.3 YPI: presentation was held - the group of pupils did very well to secure the £3000 prize for their chosen charity EL Young Carers.  Well done to all involved.
9.4 Burns Evening: S6 pupils, along with the Probus Club will host this on 27th Jan.  A further evening with OCK will be on 29th Jan

9.5 Christmas concert:  very successful event. Tom also congratulated them on such an excellent concert.  Kuba pointed out that the pupils themselves were in a large part responsible for the running on this event, due to decrease in teachers able to be involved. Well done to them all. 

Jan thanked Knox for all their help over the last year

10. Planning Application 

10.1 Gateside West – 9 industrial units are planned.  Paul said the CC have already commented on this (close proximity and height).  The residents are also able to make comment
11. Correspondence – all emailed out previously
12. Haddington Community Development Trust – still uncertain as to the status of this as no information coming through from them
13. Events Group – no update
14.  Blooming Haddington – update from Rab
14.1 BH promotion - the Town House has been booked for this event on Saturday 7th March 2020. It will be an opportunity to promote the Wheelbarrow Trail, Friends of BH and anything else. The event is for all voluntary groups in Haddington to be able to promote what they do, raise awareness and to seek to recruit volunteers for themselves. 

Our Country Kitchen, thanks to Laura for arranging, have confirmed they will manage the catering on the day.  Strive (Volunteer Centre) are also interested to be involved. Each voluntary group will have a table and a couple of chairs to help them set up any promotional materials. Target will be 15 groups in the first instance. 
14.2 John McMillan thanked BH for all their hard work, very impressed by all their work.  The painted bollards look great.  Pity about all the stickers appearing on them – pleaded for people to think about this, including posters on lamp-posts.  
15.  Area Partnership (AP) – no update 
16. AOCB 
16.1 Restaurant/Bistro of the Year:  Mid and East Lothian chamber are looking for nominations for this award.
Date of next Meeting:  Tuesday 11th February 2020 in Council Chambers, Town House at 7.00pm.  
Outstanding Matters Arising from previous minutes
2017

14/2
Roads issues: pole in pavement, Pencaitland Rd, diversion signs, dumped cones etc


Athelstaneford:  speeding signs, signage at cemetery





11/4
       Lights out on Nungate Bridge
13/6
       Ball Alley – pole sticking up

                     Tyne Walkway – flooding(behind St Mary’s)

10/10                            
                     Traders licence – concession available 
12/12             Station Court – disrepair of the road

2018

Feb               Wynd by Leisure Time - ?signage

                      Road by car park – Nungate Bridge

                       Mill Wynd – tree stump at corner -? Removal
March
         Whitttingham Drive

                       Unlit bollard at PO/Gateside development

                       Traffic lights at Ideal Garage junction – sequencing

May      
Hardgate – parking spaces


Victoria Terrace – double lines on pavements

June

Dog bin at golf course

2019
June

Sunken drain at Tesco entrance

Nov

Sandbags

         

Transportation Dept. -Pot Holes and Broken Slabs throughout the Town & Athelstaneford
Pot Holes:   Ideal Garage junction, Stevenson, West Road surfaces, Whittingham Drive, Sidegate, Monkmains Road
Uneven Pavements:  High Street, Market Street, Court Street. St. Anne’s Place, Mitchells Close (11/1/11) 
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